
Desert Adventures: Subtract with the Sand Creatures!
Math Grade 2 Desert Theme

� Help our Desert friends solve their subtraction adventures by figuring out how many items they
have left after their exciting desert journeys!

NAME

________________________________
DATE

________________________________
SCORE

_______ / 8

1

A friendly camel named Cleo was carrying 9 water
bottles across the hot desert. She gave 3 bottles to
a thirsty lizard along the way. How many water
bottles does Cleo have left?

2

A scorpion named Sam found 8 shiny desert rocks
to add to his collection. But when he was walking,
he dropped 2 of them on the sandy path. How many
rocks does Sam have now?

3

The desert flower garden had 7 beautiful yellow
flowers blooming in the morning. By afternoon, the
hot sun caused 4 flowers to close up. How many
flowers are still open?

4

A jackrabbit named Jack collected 10 seeds from the
desert plants. He ate 5 of them for his lunch. How
many seeds does Jack have remaining?

5

A rattlesnake named Rascal saw 12 insects crawling
in the sand near his home. He caught and ate 4 of
them. How many insects are still crawling free?

6

An owl named Oliver was watching 11 stars
twinkling above the desert at night. A cloud covered
up 2 of the stars. How many stars can Oliver still
see?



7

A tumbleweeds started with 6 pieces stuck together
as it rolled through the desert. The wind blew away
2 pieces. How many pieces of tumbleweed are still
stuck together?

8

A desert tortoise named Terry found 13 tasty plants
to eat during his journey. He already ate 6 of them.
How many plants does Terry still have waiting to
eat?
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Answer Key
Math Grade 2 For Parents and Teachers

1

A friendly camel named Cleo was carrying 9 water
bottles across the hot desert. She gave 3 bottles to
a thirsty lizard along the way. How many water
bottles does Cleo have left?

ANSWER

6

2

A scorpion named Sam found 8 shiny desert rocks
to add to his collection. But when he was walking,
he dropped 2 of them on the sandy path. How many
rocks does Sam have now?

ANSWER

6

3

The desert flower garden had 7 beautiful yellow
flowers blooming in the morning. By afternoon, the
hot sun caused 4 flowers to close up. How many
flowers are still open?

ANSWER

3

4

A jackrabbit named Jack collected 10 seeds from the
desert plants. He ate 5 of them for his lunch. How
many seeds does Jack have remaining?

ANSWER

5

5

A rattlesnake named Rascal saw 12 insects crawling
in the sand near his home. He caught and ate 4 of
them. How many insects are still crawling free?

ANSWER

8

6

An owl named Oliver was watching 11 stars
twinkling above the desert at night. A cloud covered
up 2 of the stars. How many stars can Oliver still
see?

ANSWER

9

7

A tumbleweeds started with 6 pieces stuck together
as it rolled through the desert. The wind blew away
2 pieces. How many pieces of tumbleweed are still
stuck together?

ANSWER

4

8

A desert tortoise named Terry found 13 tasty plants
to eat during his journey. He already ate 6 of them.
How many plants does Terry still have waiting to
eat?

ANSWER

7
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