
Holiday Adventures: Subtraction Stories with Santa and
Friends

Math Grade 2 Holidays Theme

� Help Santa and his Holiday friends solve their exciting subtraction adventures by figuring out
how many items they have left!

NAME

________________________________
DATE

________________________________
SCORE

_______ / 8

1

Santa's reindeer team had 12 candy canes to
munch on during their North Pole practice. Rudolph
ate 5 of them. How many candy canes are left for
the other reindeer?

2

Frosty the Snowman built 15 little snow friends in
the town square. But when the sun came out, 6 of
them melted away. How many snow friends are still
standing?

3

Mrs. Claus baked 18 delicious gingerbread cookies
for the Christmas party. The elves ate 8 of them
while decorating. How many cookies does Mrs.
Claus have to serve her guests?

4

The Christmas tree in the town square had 20
beautiful ornaments hanging on its branches. A
strong winter wind blew off 7 ornaments. How many
ornaments are still on the tree?

5

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer had 14 carrots
stored in the stable. He shared 6 carrots with his
reindeer friends. How many carrots does Rudolph
have left for himself?

6

The Nutcracker soldier had 16 toy soldiers lined up
in the holiday parade. But 9 of them tumbled over
when the band started playing. How many toy
soldiers are still standing tall?



7

Santa's gift bag had 19 presents for the children on
Maple Street. He delivered 11 of them to their
homes. How many presents does Santa still have in
his bag?

8

The elf workshop had 17 toy trains ready to wrap as
gifts. The elves wrapped up 9 of them. How many
toy trains still need to be wrapped?
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Answer Key
Math Grade 2 For Parents and Teachers

1

Santa's reindeer team had 12 candy canes to
munch on during their North Pole practice. Rudolph
ate 5 of them. How many candy canes are left for
the other reindeer?

ANSWER

7

2

Frosty the Snowman built 15 little snow friends in
the town square. But when the sun came out, 6 of
them melted away. How many snow friends are still
standing?

ANSWER

9

3

Mrs. Claus baked 18 delicious gingerbread cookies
for the Christmas party. The elves ate 8 of them
while decorating. How many cookies does Mrs.
Claus have to serve her guests?

ANSWER

10

4

The Christmas tree in the town square had 20
beautiful ornaments hanging on its branches. A
strong winter wind blew off 7 ornaments. How many
ornaments are still on the tree?

ANSWER

13

5

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer had 14 carrots
stored in the stable. He shared 6 carrots with his
reindeer friends. How many carrots does Rudolph
have left for himself?

ANSWER

8

6

The Nutcracker soldier had 16 toy soldiers lined up
in the holiday parade. But 9 of them tumbled over
when the band started playing. How many toy
soldiers are still standing tall?

ANSWER

7

7

Santa's gift bag had 19 presents for the children on
Maple Street. He delivered 11 of them to their
homes. How many presents does Santa still have in
his bag?

ANSWER

8

8

The elf workshop had 17 toy trains ready to wrap as
gifts. The elves wrapped up 9 of them. How many
toy trains still need to be wrapped?

ANSWER

8
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